Making a great start….

Supporting our families with the transition into
school.

Year R Staff

Class One

Mrs Bartlett
Mrs Beeson

Mrs Jones

Class Two

Miss Beckwith
Miss Rose

Mrs Winfield

Class Three

Mrs Mitchell

Mrs Green

Other people you may know or need to know

Miss V Page
Headteacher

Mrs Y Hodgson

Mrs M Carter
Deputy
headteacher

Mrs F Marshman
Assistant headteacher and
SENCo

Miss C Da Costa

School Uniform
White polo shirt, grey skirt/pinafore or grey
trousers/shorts, bottle green
jumper/sweatshirt/cardigan (summer green/white
gingham checked dresses)
• Footwear – Black shoes (in the interest of safety
these must have closed toes and low heels)
• Draw string bag with wellington boots
• PE Kit – Not needed till January
- indoor – shorts/t-shirt/plimsoll
- outdoor – please provide a tracksuit or similar
item in addition to the above items
- No earrings on PE days. Small stud earrings the rest
of the time. No other jewellery should be worn.
•

Labelling and lost property

PLEASE LABEL
EVERYTHING!!!!
The lost property box is located in the main
reception and any items that are not named will
be placed there.

How can we help our children to be
‘school ready’?
• Talking and listening with your child
• Playing with family, learning to share and
get along
• Supporting physical development through
music, movement and play
• Understanding rules and routines
• Reading with your child every day
• Teaching songs and nursery rhymes
• Painting , mark making, drawing and
making
• Playing with letters and numbers

Personal, Social and Emotional skills
Starting the process of successful PSED is essential for young children in all
aspects of their lives.
It will help them to:
• relate well to other children and adults;
• make friends and get on with others;
• feel secure and valued;
• explore and learn confidently; and ultimately to
• feel good about themselves.

Talk

Play

Relax

Cuddle

Respond

The loving things parents do every day such as cuddling,
comforting, talking, playing, being proud of every
achievement and celebrating it in the family, are the
foundations of successful personal, social and emotional
development. We are all competent learners from birth and it
is usually our parents who give us the confidence to keep
learning and stretching the boundaries of our understanding.

Emotions…
Language of emotions
• Vocabulary of emotions – talking to your child helping them name
and understand different feelings.
• Resilience – ensuring your child is prepared to have a go, know it
is acceptable to make mistakes and keep on trying.

Parents feelings
Children pick up on your feelings, emotions and attitudes to school
and staff
If you are anxious they will be too.
• Be positive
• Keep calm
• Don’t over play it!
• Expect tears at first or later (as they realise it’s everyday)!
• Expect tiredness in time of change

Independence - You can do it!
Children need to be able to develop self care skills for school and their own self
esteem. Help your child to have a ‘can do’ independent attitude to the following
• Toilet
• Hand washing
• Tissues
• Food
• Dressing
• Putting on coat
• Walking rather than pushchair

Independence and a ‘can do’ attitude will help your child develop and feel confident
about themselves and what they can do, which has a positive impact on all of their
learning.
Giving children the opportunity to do little jobs at home, such as laying the table,
feeding a pet, helping with the shopping, pairing the socks or putting their own
laundry away will help their self confidence and independence. Tidying up their own
toys will help prepare them for life in school where they will be expected to help to
tidy up their own and others toys or activities indoors and outdoors.
If your child is not toilet trained you will need to ensure that they are dry by September. If
you need help with this there is an amazing website that has lots of excellent advice:

https://www.eric.org.uk/ or you can contact the school nurse service 0300

123 6629

Communication
Adults can help children to learn vocabulary and language by being
good role models.
It is important for adults to watch and listen carefully to children and to
follow the child’s lead.
• Get down on the floor and join in, look at your children when
they are speaking.
• Have fun together taking part in the activities.
• Follow the child’s play and their ideas.
• Take turns in the conversation. Listen and respond to your
child’s talk/ideas.
• Repeat and add to their talk.
• Use simple language to describe what they are doing.
• Use positive language to praise your child.
4 year olds should be expected to speak in sentences. They should be
able to make to make themselves understood, making their needs clear.
They should be able to follow instructions of more than one step.

Early Years Foundation Stage
Nurseries, pre-schools, reception classes and
childminders deliver the EYFS and must
follow a legal document called the Early
Years Foundation Stage Framework.
The 4 principles of the Early Years
Foundation Stage
• unique child
• positive relationships
• enabling environment
• children develop and learn in different
ways and at different rates
Children in the EYFS learn by playing and
exploring, being active, and through creative
and critical thinking which takes place both
indoors and outside. These ways of learning
are referred to as the Characteristics of
Effective Learning.

Your child will be learning skills, acquiring
new knowledge and demonstrating their
understanding through 7 areas of
learning and development.
The Prime areas are:
Communication and language;
Physical development; and
Personal, social and emotional
development.
These prime areas are those most
essential for your child’s healthy
development and future learning.
The 4 specific areas.
Literacy;
Mathematics;
Understanding the world; and
Expressive arts and design.
www.foundationyears.org.uk.

Characteristics of effective learning
What to look for in
learning and
development
• Playing and exploring
(engagement)
• Active learning
(motivation)
• Creating and thinking
critically (thinking)

Literacy – reading
Reading
• Sit close together when sharing a book and encourage
your child to hold the book themselves and/or turn the
pages
• Don’t be afraid to use funny voices – it’s a great way to
make your child giggle. And don’t be afraid to sing either –
they won’t care whether or not you sing in tune or know
the words!
• When you talk to your child about what’s going on in a
book, give them plenty of time to respond. Try to ask
questions that don’t require just yes or no answers. For
example, ask them what they think will happen next or
about how a character might be feeling
• Sharing books isn’t just about the words - point to the
pictures and relate them to something your child knows
• Using a puppet to act out a story can help your child to
understand what's going on and learn how to pretend play.
Why not pick a character from your book and use the
puppet to show what they are doing? Watch the video
below for more guidance.
• And lastly – make it fun! It doesn’t matter how you read
with a child, as long as you both enjoy the time together!
• Listen out for sounds all around, notice when words
rhyme, play eye spy or sound games
http://www.bookstart.org.uk/books/sharing-books/tips/
http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/

Literacy - Writing
Developing writing skills
- Children need to develop their motor skills (actions that involve
the movements of muscles) in order to be able to mark-make
effectively.
- Give your child lots of opportunities to practise making big
movements (gross motor skills), for example by climbing,
crawling, dancing, throwing and catching balls or carrying
objects.
- These activities will help develop the muscle control needed to
move on to fine motor movements, such as being able to
squeeze play dough into different shapes, grasp and manipulate
building bricks and hold pencils or crayons for mark making.
- Aim to be a good role model for your child. Children need to
see adults writing so that they can pick up on how writers behave
and understand that writing is a valuable activity. You could
include them in writing the shopping list, for example.
- In the beginning, mark making is more about motivation than
ability and we want to show children that writing is fun!
- Draw, paint, chalk, make marks in sand/mud with sticks
- Make a card or a picture for your family or friends

www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/its-not-just-scribblingits-mark-making

Maths all around…
Every day your child is facing challenges involving problem-solving, thinking
and reflection skills that make him or her a natural mathematician.
Utilising open ended problem solving in playful contexts is the key to
developing the language and thinking of maths.
- Talk about the shapes you can see in the environment.
- Compare things which are heavy and light or long and short.
- Look out for numbers in and out of the home.
- Sing counting songs and rhymes.
- Count, add and subtract anything and everything - socks, cars, shopping,
cutlery, fingers and toes
- Cooking
- Ask questions - Am I as tall as my friend? Can I fill/empty the bucket?
Which is the longest worm? Can I make a pattern with the blocks?
- Can we sort our toys/socks/shopping?
- Play shops, trains, buses, pirates.
- Make musical patterns – clap, beat, count
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/home/maths-owl/maths

As a parent or carer, how can I help with my child’s learning?
All the fun activities that you do with your child at home are important in supporting their
learning and development, and have a really long lasting effect on your child’s learning as they
progress through school.
If you make the time every day to do some of the following things with your child it will make a
real difference to your child’s confidence as a young learner. Playing together, having fun and
talking will help your child develop self confidence and a good sense of themselves as learners.
Talk about the numbers, colours,
words and letters you see when
you are out and about
On a trip to the
supermarket, talk
about all the
different packaging
shapes

Cook / bake
together

Plant seeds or bulbs in a
pot or garden patch

Talk to your child at
every opportunity –
e.g. what you are
doing that day
Share a book

Explore the park at a
different time of the year
– go off the beaten track

Use the weather – shadows, rain
puddles, snow, wind, mist and sun –
to extend your child’s vocabulary

Our Home School Agreement
By working together, we can ensure that your child has the best start
possible in their education now and in the future. We would like your family
to register support for our home/school agreement by reading, discussing
and signing this copy and return it to school. We will refer to this document
with you at parent interviews and other meetings with school staff.
As a school we will do our very best to:
Treat all children fairly, care for them well and ensure their happiness and safety
Promote the highest standards & encourage children to achieve their full potential
in all aspects of school life
Help all children to develop a sense of responsibility and to be kind and
considerate towards others
Provide an appropriate, interesting and challenging curriculum to meet every
child’s needs
Keep you informed about school matters - your child’s progress / successes /
concerns
Offer you the opportunity to become an active partner in your child’s learning and
school life
Support you as a family and listen and respond to your concerns

As a family we will do our best to:

• Ensure that our children come to school regularly, on time and that any
absences are notified to school promptly
• Support children with all home learning activities
• Become actively involved with children’s learning by attending all
parents’ evenings, appointments and special assemblies when possible
• Ensure that all regular medical appointments are made outside of the
school day; (dentist, doctors, opticians etc.)
• Support all school policies and rules; e.g. family holidays are not to be
taken during term time; jewellery removed for sports
• Make sure children come to school ready to learn, refreshed from a good
night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast
• Ensure that children manage their personal care including dressing,
eating and using the toilet
• Inform the school of any home issues that may affect children’s work or
behaviour

DATES!
In your envelope is a list of dates that are specific to about September.

Thank you so much for listening

